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IF THIS HOUSE COULD TALK
May 2 – May 15, 2021

Preserving the Port’s Past
GRANTS UPDATE APRIL 2021
Here we go again…
April 1 is the opening of the cycle for grant submission to the Department of State’s Division of
Historical Resources “Special Category Grants”
The AAHS is happy to report that the city received two grants (Old City Hall & HCA), and
two historic Churches did also, from NPS Hurricane Michael grant funds

NEW TREASURES @ THE RANEY HOUSE
This handsome daguerreotype is
of John Jenkins, sidewheel steamboat captain in one of the new
treasures at the Raney House.
Jenkins arrived in what would
eventually be called Apalachicola
in 1827, aboard “The Fanny,” an 89-foot sidewheel steamboat. He ventures close to Columbus, GA, returning with
cotton. He was briefly affliliated with the St. Joseph & Lake
Wimico Canal and Railroad Company, he returned to
Apalachicola after St. Joseph was abandoned due to a yellow fever epidemic in 1841.

This image is likely the work of H. Whittemore of New Orleans, who came to Apalachicola in 1844.

During the first two weeks of May, storyboards will be
posted in front of 32 homes and businesses in
Apalachicola. The storyboards, researched and created by
the home and business owners, tell stories in words and
pictures about the buildings and/or their past owners. There
has been a lot of enthusiasm among the participants as will
be evident on the boards!
This community-based history and public art project started
in Cambridge, MA and has since become an annual event in
several other cities around the country. We are pleased to
join their ranks.
Maps showing storyboard locations are available at the
Raney House at 128 Market Street, the Chamber of
Commerce at 17 Avenue E, the Grady Market Kiosk
and Downtown Books on Commerce Street, and on
the AAHS website and Facebook page.

Sister Reunited

Martha Helen, left, has been waiting for her
sister, Grace, to join her in the Raney
daughter’s bedroom. They are now sitting
on the children’s toy bed .

SPRING GHOST WALK
Saturday May 1
Hauntings will abound at
the Chestnut Street Cemetery on May 1 when local
history enthusiasts don the
garb and take on the persona of the cemetery’s notable inhabitants to tell
their tale of life for more
than 180 years ago.
6:30 - 8:30 $5 for adults,
children FREE

Welcome Judy Allen,
Adjunct Historian
Judy Allen is a historian living two lives - one
in Apalachicola and one in Madison, Wisconsin. She has worked as a free-lance writer
and editor, focusing on history and science.
She is the co-author of An Accidental Statistician (Wiley, 2013), and has degrees in history
from the University of Michigan and the University of Wisconsin. She is working on a history of the Holy Family Mission in Apalachicola.

Turning the Tables in Apalachicola: Race, Religion, and the Early Baptists
Apalachicola’s Mount Zion Baptist Church is a culturally and historically important institution, beginning from its
early days when it was known as First Baptist Church. The Works Progress Administration’s Church Inventory of 1939 describes it as “…the original white Baptist Church, attended also by the slaves of slave-owners belonging to the religion…”
The minutes of the West Florida Baptist Association, to which the church belonged until the Civil War, disagree with this
assessment, and one further source, the Tennessee Baptist (October 24, 1857), revises the story even more.
Southern Baptists broke from the national organization in 1845 over the question of whether missionaries could
own slaves. In Apalachicola, however, Baptist missionaries recognized that African Americans would be the core of the
church. Arriving in 1848, they baptized three whites and seven Blacks, and from then on Blacks outnumbered whites two
to one. Although the federal census of 1850 shows no free people of color in the port city, it is clear that many in the
church were free. Some were fully literate, as demonstrated in letters they wrote to the Association as early as 1850.
Black congregants also built the first meeting house, completed in 1850, and in 1854 they wrote again, this time asking for
their own church. While the Association denied them a separate church, it carefully acknowledged “their great disproportion of members and means” as well as their “intelligence and piety.”
In the early years there were several white pastors who were acceptable to all congregants, regardless of race, but
when Brother E.W. Warren arrived in 1855, he was wrong for the job. From the beginning, the fifty Black congregants
openly disliked him. The ultimate humiliation came in 1856, when “…a colored brother, Homer Bryant, by half smiles...and
with face protruding directly at me, so deeply embarrassed me that I desisted preaching…” Homer Bryant then called a
meeting for the next night, to which no whites were invited. Those in attendance dismissed Brother Warren and replaced
him with Bernard Lopez, who, like Homer Bryant, was free and literate. They also limited the time when whites could use
the meeting house to worship. Whites quickly responded by threatening to blow up the house while Blacks were praying
inside.
Later, the wife of Bernard Lopez was asked why Black church members had removed Brother Warren. With utter
moral clarity she replied, “Because he was a slaveholder, and in favor of slavery.” Not only did E.W. Warren leave town, he
was called to task by the Association for failing to recognize that “the black church is the largest, most intelligent, and most
wealthy part of the Baptist interest in [Apalachicola].”
After the Civil War, according to the WPA inventory, white congregants simply gave the First Baptist Church to its
Black members. What is clear, however, is that after years of negotiation and struggle, African Americans took their
church. No longer would they bear a Christian message that also sanctioned human enslavement.
Contributed by Judy Allen, Adjunct Historian AAHS
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TERRITORIAL PERIOD - 200 YEARS AGO!
Florida was ceded to the United States by the Adams-Onis Treaty, signed February 22, 1819
by the U.S. and Spain. Following ratification of the treaty, U.S. military
authorities proceeded to Pensacola and St. Augustine and took official possession of the territory in July 1821. In March 1821, Andrew Jackson was appointed the military governor.
Florida was a large addition to the U.S. and the territorial government had plenty of administrative challenges. East Florida and West Florida comprised the new territory, with St. Augustine and Pensacola
representing two separate seats of government, required substantial travel for representatives. This needed to be
changed. A couple of years after 1821, Territorial Governor William Duval, who replaced Jackson as the first nonmilitary governor, instructed William Simmons and John Lee Williams to find a suitable middle ground. Eventually
the area around Tallahassee was selected.
Attracting settlers and preparing to sell them land was another governmental priority. The United States had
agreed to recognize the hundreds of land grants given to private individuals by the Spanish government during its
tenure in Florida, including the largest, the Forbes Purchase
The territorial legislature had its share of questions to resolve over policies regulating commerce, education, and
social institutions. Banking was perhaps one of the most contentious .
Sufficient support existed by 1838 to call a constitutional convention. Delegates met at the enterprising young seaport of St. Joseph (beating out Apalachicola for the honor) to hammer out the details of Florida's first state constitution. You can visit
the Constitution Convention Museum in contemporary Port St Joe.
St Joseph, struct down by Yellow Fever, lasted only 9 years
This article quotes passages from: https://
www.floridamemory.com/learn/research-tools/guides/

The AAHA manages the David G. Raney House Museum located at 128 Market Street in historic
downtown Apalachicola. The museum is owned by the City of Apalachicola, operated by the AAHS,
and supported by the Franklin County Tourist Development Council. The Raney House is open
from 10:00 to 4:00, Tuesday - Saturday. Admission is free, but door donations are gladly accepted.
AAHS phone number: 850-653-1700
AAHS website:
apalachicolahistoricalsociety.org
AAHS Facebook page:
Apalachicola Area Historical
Society

Apalachicola Before 1861
by Harry P. Owens is available for sale
at the Raney House.
This 1966 FSU PhD thesis is the most
Comprehensive history of the town.
All proceeds benefit the AAHS
Paperback $15 Hardcover $35
We will ship ar a small additional cost
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AAHS BOARD April 2021
Caty Greene, President
Pam Richardson,
Vice President Elect

Donated Trees Growing Strong in Raney Yard
Thank you to Claire McCluskey for the donation of a Blue Juniper, and
Beth Wright for a Red Maple and a Cedar, both native plants.
Naturalized
Freesias in front
yard

David Adlerstein, Director
James Hargrove, Director
Mark Curenton, Historian

Judy Allen, Adjunct Historian
Kim Davis, Treasurer
Vacant, Recording Secretary

Have you got plants that might be good to grace the Raney
House grounds,? Would you like to donate specifically to
support landscaping? Donald Sanders is reviving a portion of
the sprinkler system and Any donations towaed this welcome
IF YOU WANT TO JOIN THE LANDSCAPING CREW - Bring your
gloves!
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